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Excessive force by prison guards
Article title: 4 Alabama corrections officers indicted for allegedly using excessive force against prisoner
This article is about four Alabama corrections officers indicted by a federal jury allegedly using excessive force against an inmate. According to the US Department of Justice, the prisoner is said to have escaped from the prison cells.  Sgt. Keith Finch was charged alongside correction officers Jordan Thomas and Kevin Blaylock for deprivation of rights under color of law in connection with the alleged excessive force. Thomas and Sgt. Orlanda Walker were charged with obstructing justice by trying to conceal the incident. The officers are said to have kicked the unarmed inmate and hit him with their batons hence injuring the prisoner. Finch, Thomas, and Blaylock could be jailed for up to ten years if convicted, while Thomas and Walker face up to 20 years in prison for obstructing justice. 

I believe that the judicial system responded correctly to this case. Prison guards should not use excessive force on prisoners. Inmates have their constitutional rights, and they should be protected. It is the state's responsivity and the federal government to ensure the rights of all citizens, including prisoners, are protected. 

Under section 242 of Title 18, it is a crime for a person acting under color of any law to willfully deprive a person of a right protected by the constitution (Johnson et al. 2018, 432). People working under the color of law include covered by this statute include correctional officers, police officers, judges, care givers, and other people acting as public officials. I expect the prison guards to deny the charges of violating Section 242 of Title 18. 

I expect the jury to consider both sides of the case. If the jury is convinced that the accused officers violated the inmate's rights, he/she will give the appropriate sentencing. I am convinced that the officers will be convicted because they acted in an inappropriate manner of using too much force on an armed person. This, to me, violates the provisions of Section 242 of Title 18 of the United States Department of Justice.
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